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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 
BY NORMAND DERAGON 

Welcome back to the printed version of 
AFGnewS. It has been a year or so since we decided 
to eliminate the printed version for the high resolution, 
fbll-color digital version. At the time it seemed like the 
right move to make since we are living in the digital age 
and many organizations had made the same decision. 
As we began soliciting e-mail addresses £tom the 
membership, we discovered that over a year or so we 
had gathered e-mail addresses from only about a third 
of the membership. If we stayed with our decision to 
remain "digital only," we would not be corresponding 
with the majority of the membership. Thus we decided 
to reinstate the printed version in the old format at 
least temporarily. 

Our biannual journal, Je Me Somiens, is 
professionally oriented and distributed by mail. That 
will continue. However the cost of producing and 
mailing JMS continues to rise. The cost of producing 
and mailing both the AFGnewS and JMS exceeds 
$10,000 annually. 

I am exploring the possibility of combining the 
publications into a magazine-type format that would 
be mailed to the membership quarterly. We would 
include news items, guest columns and articles like 
those that are printed in JMS. I am meeting with 
printers and discussing options. Stay tuned for more 
details. 

I am pleased to see our new library wing taking 
shape. Hopefully we will be holding a ribbon cutting 
ceremony in the coming months. We are also working 
to renovate our existing wing and may be adding new 
library tables and chairs and adding computer terminals 
to accommodate our members and guests. 

VISIT US 
If your summer vacation includes a trip to New 

England, plan to visit us. We would love to meet you 
and show you around your Society. The welcome mat 
is &ways out. 

A TIP FROM YOUR BOOKIE 
BY JAN BURKHART - AFGS LIBRARIAN 

I would like to focus on a set of books called 
the Petit Drouin which was written by Noel Allaire, 
Benoit Charette and Lucien P6pin. This valuable series 
of books covers the period 1760 - ,1825 and has many 
marriages that come right after the Red Drouin books 
end. Many times hard to find or missing marriages can 
be found in these volumes. 

The volumes are arranged alphabetically by the 
groom's name. The first line of each entry contains the 
names of the bride and groom. The second line 
contains the names of the bride and groom's parents. 
The third line contains the date and place of the 
marriage. You will also find a reference to tell you 
where the information was found. 

If you are having difficulty finding a marriage in 
this time M e ,  I highly recommend that you try this 
set of books. 

BEGINNERS CORNER 
BY DENNIS M. BOUDREAU 

TIPS ON READING THE RECORDS 
Although the following is usually covered 

during our beginners' course, it was suggested that a 
sort of "cheat sheet" to help you read the various 
types of records would be helpful to our novice 
researchers. So, let's start with the baptismal records. 

Most baptismal entries start with the date 
(either the year followed by the day and month, or the 
day and month followed by the year). In some of the 
earliest records one will fihd the following 
abbreviations: 7bre, Sbre, 9bre and Xbre. These refer 
to the months September, October, November and 
December. One will also find Roman numerals for the 














