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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S DESK
Normand Deragon

WISHING YOU A HAPPY AND
HEALTHY NEW YEAR

First, let me begin by wishing everyone a happy and more importantly a healthy 2021. I am
honored to serve as the society’s president again. I thank Rob Gumlaw for his service as president.
Due to increased work commitments and personal matters, he chose not to seek reelection.
However, Rob will continue his service to AFGS as a member of the board of directors.
I don’t know about you, but 2020 could not end soon enough. We begin the New Year with the
hope and anticipation of getting the COVID-19 virus under control with vaccines which are now
being administered around the world.
The AFGS library has been closed since mid-March. But that does not mean the society has been
dormant. Volunteers have been busy everyday processing membership renewals and applications,
mailing out book and CD orders along with maps and 10 generation charts and conducting research
for members. Amazingly, we’ve had an extraordinary run of cookbook orders. This is a
confirmation that many folks were doing their Christmas shopping online last year.
The most important development for us was the use of the Zoom presentation program to conduct
live online workshops with presenters from around the United States, Canada and England. It was
a great opportunity for our members across the country to join in. It has been wonderful to have
members participate in our programs. In the past that was not possible. We will continue these live
presentations this year. We are now holding our monthly board of directors and committee
meetings on Zoom. Yes, we have embraced the technology and are able to continue business as
usual while our building has been closed.
I know you will agree that we have another outstanding issue of JMS this quarter. This magazine
gets better with every issue. Our editors Jan Burkhart and Annette Smith spend many hours on
gathering material, editing, and layout work to bring you what I believe is one the best genealogical
publications anywhere.
This issue centers on “Les Filles à Marier” (Girls of Marriageable Age). The next issue will feature
Les Filles du Roi (King’s Daughters), followed by an issue about the Carignan-Salières Regiment
soldiers. Everyone with French Canadian roots has many of these individuals in their early
ancestry. It will be interesting to read about them.
Again, on behalf of the board of directors I wish you and your family a happy, healthy and
prosperous 2021.

Normand Deragon, President

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF INTERESTING ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE
In this 2021 Q1 issue of Je Me Souviens, we have an excellent article about “dit” names by
Dennis M. Boudreau. There are also feature stories and information about the Filles à Marier
from author, Peter J. Gagné. You will learn how these founding mothers lived when they arrived
and settled in New France. Peter has also provided a comprehensive glossary of terms that you
will find valuable in understanding your research about your Filles à Marier ancestor and her life.
Judith Rigaud was a Filles à Marier with a scandalous life, but author Suzanne Boivin
Sommerville wants to shed some light on this woman. Married four times and said to be
involved with at least a fifth man (to the scandal of Montréal), Judith Rigaud actively pursued
business affairs herself, bore eight children in her first marriage, three in her second; and her
children became respected and influential persons in their own right. As Suzanne sees it, the
historians who have written about her have misjudged, misunderstood, and sensationalized her
life. Read Suzanne’s well-documented article and decide for yourself.
On page 43, you will find a “special gift” for our members that will help you with your research.
Have you found an Acadian ancestor? In our Periodical Perspective section, you will learn about
a study covering 26 regions of Quebec that presents the conclusion that 94% of Acadian
ancestors had contributed to the gene pool of at least 5 major regions of the province, especially
with those populations settled in the Eastern portion of Québec. In fact, this study suggests a
reasonable assumption that at least 90% of all Québec lineages today have at least one or more
lines of Acadians among their many branches. Our complete collection of Le Réviel Acadien (the
title is in French, but the journal is written in English) will help you with your Acadian research.
These journals published between 1985 and 2010 are available to you on our Members Only
Online Library.
If you have older French-Canadian relatives, you know that they were really drawn to maple
syrup. You will find the recipe for grandpères in this issue. This is just one of two traditional
French-Canadian recipes featured that were often served at Easter breakfast.
Larry Rainville has provided an excellent overview of the research material you can find in our
Members Only Online Library.
LOG INTO THE MEMBERS ONLY ONLINE LIBRARY TO DOWNLOAD
YOUR COMPLETE ISSUE OF JE ME SOUVIENS.

Author: Samuel de Champlain, circa: 1608
The Quebec Settlement:
A) The Warehouse
J)
B) Pigeon loft
K)
C) Detached buildings where we keep our arms
L) Promenade around the settlement ten feet in
and for lodging our workmen
width to the edge of the oat
D) Another detached building for the workmen
M) Moat the whole way around the settlement
E) Su-dial
N)
F) Another detached building where is the
O) The Sieur de Champlain’s garden
Smithy and where the workmen are lodged
P) The kitchen
G) Galleries all around the lodgings
Q) Space infront of the settlement on the shore
H) The Sieur de Champlain’s lodgings
of the river
I) The door of the settlement with a drawR) The Great River St. Lawrence
bridge
Source: Numérisation d'une page du livre : The works of Samuel de Champlain in six volumes, Toronto, The
Champlain Society, 1925, reprinted 1971 by University of Toronto press, volume II, p. 39. / Première version.
http://storage.journaldemontreal.com/v1/dynamic_resize/sws_path/jdx-prod-images/91577772-d0f9-4d54-981bb08aa6a13e58_ORIGINAL.jpg?quality=80&size=1200x&version=0
This is a faithful photographic reproduction of a two-dimensional, public domain work of art. The work of art itself
is in the public domain for the following reason: The author died in 1635, so this work is in the public domain in its
country of origin and other countries and areas where the copyright term is the author's life plus 100 years or fewer.

