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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S
DESK
by Robert Gumlaw
It has been some year, hasn’t it?
The news is filled with stories of the pandemic, masks, the economy, protests, social justice, statue
questions, and elections. We are told to be ready for a new normal. No one is certain what that is
yet, but we’ll know at some point.
The Board of Directors and committees have been having virtual meetings. We have been
reviewing the guidelines and procedures we will have to follow going forward. Visits to our
research library, classes, and meetings will be noticably different. Physical distancing, daily
cleaning, and mask wearing are only some of the necessary steps being reviewed and implemented.
The safety and comfort of our members and volunteers is of the utmost importance to us.
The stories in this issue of Je Me Souviens illustrate how our ancestors had to cope with some very
tough situations as well. The answers we seek about elusive families are often found not in vital
records, but in biographies, newspaper articles, and town histories. What was happening when they
lived there? Were they a member of a local organization? Is there information available about that
organization? Did they run for office?
Obituaries are usually a great source of information when we are looking to round out what we
know about a person. Members of the family, relationships, occupations, offices held, and club
memberships are some of the commonly listed highlights. There are over 600,000 searchable
obituaries available in our growing AFGS Members Only Online Library.
We are looking forward to reopening our building to our members. Many volunteers have been
missing their routine duties at the large lost and found otherwise known as the AFGS. Thank you
for being patient with us during the temporary closure. It has not been an easy summer.
Thank you and be well,

We hope you will enjoy our new 2020 Q3 Edition of Je Me Souviens on our AFGS website in our
Members Only Online Library. A link to Je Me Souviens can be found in JOURNALS / Je Me
Souviens or with the links to the most recent issues in the list along the left side of the web page.
In this July - Sept. 2020 issue we are featuring stories about epidemics, pandemics and significant
life-changing events that affected our ancestors. As you read the articles, you will be struck by the
similarity of these historic events to our current day pandemic situation. We are truly living through
a time that will be noted in future history books. In our Tip from Your Bookie column, Janice
Burkhart, our librarian will give you some ideas on how to document your own experiences during
this pandemic for your children and grand-children.
Daniel Doyle's article, "A Tribute to the People of Québec" tells us how Canadians welcomed Irish
victims of "The Great Hunger" and sheds light on the strong bond between Canadians and the Irish
people that still exists today. The incredible devastation of the "1918 Flu Pandemic" is brought to
life in an article by Lori Lyn Price. In James Myall's article "Fear, Prejudice and Vaccinations" we
learn about the Smallpox Epidemic of 1885. We also have a tragic story by D.-Michel Michaud of
"The Great Salem Fire" in June 1914 that devastated a French-Canadian community in
Massachusetts. Perhaps some of your ancestors were affected by one or more of these tragic
events? The curiosity a genealogist has about our ancestors is peaked when these stories come to
light. Birth, marriage and death dates are only the bones of our story – the history of the time and
places where they lived becomes the flesh on those bones. And the stories of the events they
experienced in their lives are what makes them come alive in our minds and hearts.
In our Book Review column, Robert Foxcurran has reviewed "A Distinct Alien Race: The Untold
Story of Franco Americans" by David Vermette. On the lighter side, you can read an old Canadian
folk tale about a mermaid off the rugged coast of the Magdalen Islands.
In the Periodicals Perspective column, you will find information on our complete collection of Le
Réveil Acadien journals. This collection covers twenty-five years from 1985 to 2010 and can be
found in our Members Only Online Library where you will find indexes listed as well as a
searchable data base for these journals.
We are constantly improving and building our magazine content and hope you will enjoy this latest
issue. In order to be notified when a new edition of Je Me Souviens is published, you must be
subscribed to our email distribution list. Please let us know if you change your email address so
we can continue to keep you up to date with our news.
We welcome your feedback on our publication at JMSeditor@afgs.org and we appreciate you as
a valued member of our society.
Our Members Only Online Library continues to be a great success thanks to our webmaster,
Francis Fortin who has been busy building the content to aid in your research. (Don't forget to
register for your Members Only access on our website.) AFGS is continuing to add our many
resources to our Members Only Online Library increasing the value of your membership for our
members who live throughout the United States, Canada and around the world, as well as those
who are able to visit our library in Rhode Island.
By electronically distributing our AFGS Quarterly Magazine Je Me Souviens to over 1,100 of our
members, we can keep the cost of publication and mailing low. You can read it online or download
an electronic copy. You can also print Je Me Souviens at your convenience.

You can read our entire issue in our Members Only Online Library

You will find the complete collection of Le Réveil Acadien journals
in our Members Only Online Library.

