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ABOUT OUR COVER 
 

This issue contains stories of our ancestor voyageurs. A photo of our Voyageurs Christmas Ornament 
commemorates these hardy, adventurous men who traveled by birch-bark canoe transporting barter goods, 
supplies, and pelts between Montreal, Canada, and the vast outreaches of the western wilderness stretching to 
the Pacific Coast during the seventeenth, eighteenth, and early nineteenth centuries. The fur trade spanned the 
French and English Regimes providing the furs of otter, lynx, fox, marten, and especially beaver which were in 
great demand for European fashion accessories. The fur trade sustained the Canadian economy for over two 
hundred years. We have 40 of these beautifully gift-boxed, exquisite 2.5” x 3.5”, 24kt gold electroplated 
collectible ornaments, handcrafted of solid brass available in our on-line store at https://afgs.org/site/shop-
online/. This limited supply of ornaments will not be replenished. 
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The entire issue of this American-French Genealogical Society quarterly journal 
 is available on our Members Only Online Library. 

 
We hope you will enjoy our new 2019 Q4 Edition of Je Me Souviens on our AFGS website in 
our Members Only Online Library. A link to Je Me Souviens can be found under BOOKS / Je 
Me Souviens. There you will find links to the most recent issues along the left side of the web 
page. 
 
In this Oct. - Dec. 2019 issue we are presenting articles about our brave ancestors who went 
west. You will find articles on the fur trade along with two stories by Nikki Rajala about the 
voyageurs that you will find very interesting. In addition we have some very well researched 
articles about the Saucier family, the Willett family and a Michigan pioneer ancestor, François 
Fafard Delorme, who was one of the first settlers of Detroit. 
 
We’ve also attempted to make you aware of a somewhat hidden part of our French-Canadian 
culture. Did you know that we have a rich history of folk tales and fairy tales written by 
Canadians? You will find a little history of Canada’s folk tales and a popular folk tale about 
“The Flying Canoe” included for your entertainment. There’s a holiday recipe for Bûche de Noël 
and an amusing poem about the night “after” Christmas. 
 
We also have some suggestions on how to make arrangements for your research when you pass 
away so that all your hard work will be preserved. We hope you will find this issue to be 
interesting, informative and enjoyable. 
 
By electronically distributing our AFGS Quarterly Magazine Je Me Souviens to our members, 
we can keep the cost of publication and mailing low. You can read it online or download an 
electronic copy. You can also print Je Me Souviens at your convenience. 
 
We are constantly improving and building our magazine content and hope you will enjoy this 
latest issue. In order to be notified when a new edition of Je Me Souviens is published, you must 
be subscribed to our member email distribution list. Please let us know if you should change 
your email address so we can continue to keep you up to date with our news. 
 
We welcome your feedback on our publication at JMSeditor@afgs.org. As we approach the end 
of our 41st year, we are excited and inspired by our many valued members of the American-
French Genealogical Society. We are also celebrating our new Members-Only Online Library 
which is a great success! (Don't forget to register for your Members Only access on our website.) 
 
AFGS will continue to add our many resources to our Members Only Online Library increasing 
the value of your membership for our members who live throughout the United States, Canada 
and around the world, as well as those who are able to visit our library in Rhode Island. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


