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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S DESK
Normand Deragon

Bonne Année! Welcome to the first issue of Je
Me Souviens for 2022. After taking a couple of
weeks off to enjoy the holiday season with
family and friends, it is time for us to refocus on
the tasks at hand.

Those tasks include launching a new and improved public website designed to market AFGS to
potential new members, and to expand the number of digital resources we can add to the Members
Only Online Library site for members around the United States and Canada. The board of directors,
library staff and our dedicated volunteers are committed to the goal of providing all members with
as many research resources as possible. I know the Members Only Website Committee will be
hard at work developing and converting resources to a format that will allow members to work on
their family research no matter where they live.
It is amazing to me how many of our new member applications are from across the USA and
Canada. During the past year for every ten applications we receive, six on average, are from
outside New England. In fact, I want to take a moment to welcome the thirty new members who
have joined AFGS since out last issue of JMS was published. The word continues to spread about
AFGS and our long-standing mission to provide resources and activities to promote our rich
French-Canadian heritage.
I know you are going to enjoy reading this issue of JMS. As always, our members have submitted
outstanding stories. They are well-written and accurately researched. I hope you look forward to
reading each issue cover-to-cover, just as I do.
Thanks again to editors Jan Burkhart and Annette Smith and our authors and volunteers for their
arduous work. I am convinced that Je Me Souviens is one of the best French Canadian genealogyfocused publications you will find anywhere.
In closing, on behalf of the board of directors and staff at AFGS, I wish you a happy, healthy, and
prosperous 2022.

Normand Deragon, President

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF INTERESTING
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE
In 1543, Jacques Cartier was sent from France to explore the Bay of Castles,
now called the Strait of Belle Isle. He arrived on June 10th and finding the
coast barren and rocky, sailed southward. For the next two months, he
explored the coast and then on the 15th of August, set sail for New France.
The following year, Cartier returned to New France where he gave Île
d’Orléans its name and also christened Mont Royal, which later became Montréal.
In this issue, we will learn about the history of Ville Marie or Montréal, a major city in the Province
of Quebec and how important it was to New France. Besides the farmers who cultivated their fields
in the valley of the St. Lawrence, New France also had a small population called the coureurs-debois. These men had adventurous spirits, laughed at danger and thrilled at discovery. They roamed
the woods, traded in beaver skins, explored the pays-d’en-haut (land west of Montréal) and
discovered rivers, streams and mountains. Occasionally, they served as guides and interpreters for
France and the clergy and they dealt with the Indians. Although their vices were an object of
scandal to the missionaries and their lawless habits an embarrassment to the government, they
were an important aspect to the settlement of the provinces.
Also inhabiting the area at this time were three major tribes of Indians: the friendly Hurons and
the Algonquins, with whom the French bartered; and the Iroquois, who were a constant menace
and threat, not only to the colonists but also to other Indians.
An attempt was made in 1653 to force the Iroquois back into the forest and to protect the settlers
from their savage forays. M. de Maisonneuve, agent for the Compagnies des Cent Associés, hired
154 Frenchmen, mostly from the area of Flèche, who signed contracts to work in New France for
five years. This endeavor, known as La Grande Recrue also helped colonize the province, since
many of these young men never returned to their mother country. M. de Maisonneuve selected
these men carefully. He hired only young men, robust and courageous, devout Catholics,
knowledgeable in warfare and each having a skill or profession that would help the settlement of
Ville-Marie, as Montréal was then called. They also had to be of irreproachable moral character
so as not to corrupt the existing colonists. Of the 154 young men selected, only 105 arrived in New
France; some had reneged on their contracts and others had died at sea.
Sindi Broussard Terrien has discovered that at least fourteen women and young girls joined La
Grande Recrue of 1653. Read her article to find a list of their names, their homes in France, age
at their departure from France, the age they married and their husbands.
Were your ancestors there? Perhaps you will find your family names in the lists of these brave men
and women participating in the development, protection and even rebellions throughout the
centuries in Montréal. Were they deported to Australia after the 1837 Revolt?
We have a comprehensive list of our library holdings regarding Montréal and you can learn about
the Pointe-Claire Windmill (in French, Moulin à vent de Pointe-Claire) built in 1709. This
windmill is still standing as a proud reminder of our heritage.
LOG INTO THE MEMBERS ONLY ONLINE LIBRARY TO DOWNLOAD
YOUR COMPLETE ISSUE OF JE ME SOUVIENS.

"Plan of the town & fortifications of Montreal or Ville Marie in Canada" on the Saint Lawrence
River, with insert, after D. Pomarede (see no. 352), "View of the town &c of Montreal" which the
fortifications at Montréal. Title from item. Engraved for the Pennsylvania Magazine. Illus. in: The
Pennsylvania magazine: or, American monthly museum. Philadelphia: Printed and sold by R.
Aitken, [1775], p. 517. Stauffer, 7 Published in: The American Revolution in drawings and prints;
a checklist of 1765-1790 graphics in the Library of Congress / Compiled by Donald H. Cresswell,
with a foreword by Sinclair H. Hitchings. Washington: Public Domain

