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A photograph of workers at the Lafayette Worsted Company Mill in Woonsocket, RI. from the
Henry Dursin Collection at the American-French Genealogical Society library. The Lafayette
Worsted Mill, established in 1900 and located on Hamlet Street, was one of three major local
mills engaged in the French style of worsted wool production. Most of its buildings were
demolished in 2008.
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S DESK
Normand Deragon

Welcome to the final Je Me Souviens issue for 2021. Another successful year at AFGS will soon
be coming to an end. It appears that the worst of COVID 19 is behind us, and we look forward to
continuing our library operation on a regular schedule.
Despite the challenges involved in dealing with a worldwide epidemic, AFGS continues to thrive,
and our membership continues to grow. We are now in the midst of our annual membership
renewal period. I am pleased that renewals are coming in at a brisk pace. Our membership office
has been quite busy processing them. It is amazing how many new members have joined the AFGS
family from every section of the USA and Canada.
This JMS is another in a series of themed issues. We are focusing on French Canadian immigration,
the many challenges those immigrants faced and the reception they received upon their arrival
here. I know you will find the articles interesting and informative. I extend my appreciation to
those who submitted articles, and our editors and proofers who work so hard to put this publication
together every quarter.
The water-damaged ceiling and back wall of our auditorium have been repaired. We posted photos
of the crews at work on our Facebook page. The material and labor shortages resulting from
COVID had delayed the work. We are pleased that the room is looking as it should. We again
thank the Champlin Foundation for providing the funding for this project.
We have added several new Windows 11 computers for members to use in the library. They
replaced the Windows 7 machines we had in our library extension. For convenience we moved all
of the computers into the main library room. This gives us more shelf space for a growing
collection of books and other research material in the library extension.
On behalf of the board of directors, I want to take this opportunity to extend our appreciation to
members and volunteers for all they’ve done during this challenging year.
We have volunteers from all over the country doing data entry, proofing, transcribing, monitoring
our Facebook pages, and helping with research requests from out of state members. We simply
could not function without them. Thanks to you, our members, for being part of our AFGS family.

Normand Deragon, President

3

Je Me Souviens Magazine

October - Decenber 2021
SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF INTERESTING
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

Have you ever wondered what it was like for your ancestors to leave their
homes and families to settle in a new country? In the 1860s, waves of
French Canadians started a migration to New England. In only forty
years, the French-Canadian population of New England grew from
37,000 to over 600,000.1 As a result, about 2.1 million residents of the
United States cited French-Canadian ancestry in the 2010 U.S. Census. 2
In this issue, we have examined the emigrant 3 experience as these brave people left everything
behind. There was a real possibility that they may never go back or that many of their extended
family members left behind could pass away before they returned again. An article by Sylvan Lord
gives us their story from the viewpoint of a Canadian. Many towns in the Province of Quebec saw
the exodus of significant numbers of their population. He lists families lost to the allure and
promise of the United States and the hope of a life with unlimited possibilities. Perhaps you will
find the story of one of your ancestors mentioned in this extensive article?
David Vermette, the author of A Distinct Alien Race: The Untold Story of Franco-Americans, gives
us a view of what it was like to be an immigrant4 from Canada in the U.S. during these early days.
It is a story of discrimination and hard work in the region’s textile mills – even for the very young.
You will learn about all the struggles, conspiracy theories and misconceptions endured by these
brave immigrant families seeking a better life. It is remarkable to see how our ancestors worked
together to create their own communities where they could find comfort in their heritage and faith
and eventually become valued citizens of their new country.
An overview of the activities that have been going on in our building is in our President’s Message
from Normand Deragon. Our librarian, Janice Burkhart has included information on gathering
family stories with your research. Jan also provides a list of the many history books in our
collection that will help you understand how your ancestors transitioned from Québec to the United
States, including books on factory workers and the conditions they experienced. You will enjoy
her article on “Little Canadas” and learn what it was like to grow up in one of these areas.

LOG INTO THE MEMBERS ONLY ONLINE LIBRARY TO DOWNLOAD
YOUR COMPLETE ISSUE OF JE ME SOUVIENS.

1

https://lnei.uml.edu/french-speakingcanada/#:~:text=In%20the%201860s%2C%20waves%20of,over%20the%20following%20ten%20years.
2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French-Canadian_Americans
3
https://www.google.com/search?client=avast-a2&q=dictionery+online&oq=dictio&aqs=avast.0.69i59j69i57j0l6.484152j0j15&ie=UTF-8#dobs=emigrant
noun: emigrant; plural noun: emigrants; a person who leaves their own country in order to settle permanently in
another.
4
https://www.google.com/search?client=avast-a2&q=dictionary+online&oq=dict&aqs=avast.3.69i59j69i57j0l5j69i65.3211j0j4&ie=UTF-8#dobs=immigrant
noun: immigrant; plural noun: immigrants; a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.
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The Lafayette Worsted Company - the first French spinning company in Woonsocket.
Lafayette Worsted was founded in 1899 by Auguste Lepoutre et Cie of Roubaix, France, an old
established textile company. Its President was Auguste Lepoutre. Its Vice President was Louis
Lepoutre. Both were residents of Roubaix, France and never permanently lived in Woonsocket.
The company built a large mill complex on Hamlet Avenue near the Blackstone River that spun
wool using the "french" process. The Beaux Arts office buildings built by the company at 134 and
150 Hamlet Avenue are unique to Rhode Island. By 1910, Lafayette Worsted employed over 500
people.
By 1936, Auguste and Louis had died and their heirs decided to divide the vast estate. In
Woonsocket, the Lafayette Worsted Company was retained by Auguste's heirs. A new company,
the Argonne, was formed by Louis' heirs. The Argonne Company received the newest mill building
now occupied by the Miller Electric Company. Both companies operated in Woonsocket until the
1950's.5
The Lafayette Worsted Company Administrative Headquarters Historic District encompasses the
two surviving buildings of a once-extensive textile mill complex in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.
Located near the Woonsocket Middle School on Hamlet Avenue are a former guest house, built
about 1920, and the mill's 1923 administration building, an elaborate Second Empire brick building
designed by Woonsocket architect Walter F. Fontaine. The Lafayette Worsted Mill, established in

5

http://www.woonsocket.org/francobel.html
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1900, was one of three major local mills engaged in the French style of worsted wool production.
Most of its buildings were demolished in 2008. The district was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 2017.6

The following photos of workers at the Lafayette Mill in Woonsocket, Rhode Island are from the
Henry Dursin Collection at the American-French Genealogical Society, Woonsocket, RI.
Copyright © Philomène Dursin Offen
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_Worsted_Company_Administrative_Headquarters_Historic_District
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