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Welcome to the April-June issue of Je Me 
Souviens.  It is another in a series of themed 
issues, this one focused on “Les Filles du Roi” 
(The King’s Daughters).  
 
We are grateful for the detailed articles by Peter 
Gagné, author of Before the King’s Daughters: 

The Filles a Marier, 1634-1662, and the two-volume The King’s Daughters and Founding 
Mothers: Les Filles du Roi.  We also have excellent articles submitted by Susan McNelly and 
Susan Colby. 
 

Our society is fortunate to have so many talented members and friends who are willing to submit 
articles and pertinent information for this magazine. Their contributions have made JMS a greatly 
valued publication.  We receive many comments from readers who enjoy these articles and look 
forward to every issue.   
 

As I write this letter, the governor of Rhode Island is lifting most of the Covid-19 restrictions in 
the state.  The questions we are facing now is when do we open our library?  Do we open with 
limited hours?  What about those who have not been fully vaccinated?  Do we require them to 
wear a mask?  The board of directors is mulling over those questions and we should have some 
answers soon.   
 

Although the AFGS library has been closed since last March, we have been quite busy upgrading 
our facility.  The Champlin Foundation, a charitable organization that provides funding to eligible 
non-profits, awarded AFGS a $34,900 grant for a new roof over what was the former church 
sanctuary.  The grant also covered the cost to repair water damage and rot on a portion of the roof 
and plastering for a section of an interior wall that was damaged by the leak in this roof.    
 

The Champlin Foundation has been very generous to us over the years.  They fully-funded the 
replacement of the building’s heating system, and recently provided funding for the upgrade of 
our restrooms. 
 

I just signed a contract for masonry repairs around our building. This work should begin in a few 
weeks. These repairs are made possible through the generosity of members who have made 
contributions to our Building Fund. 
 

A big thank you to the organizations and individuals who have supported us. Our nearly 100-year- 
old building has received quite a face lift since we purchased it from the First Universalist Church 
in 2007.  
 

We now look forward to getting back to the business of helping our members and friends climb 
their family tree and the camaraderie that goes with having people in our building again. 

 
Normand Deragon, President  

 

 
FROM THE 

PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Normand Deragon 



 

 

 
A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS 

 
As this 2021-Q2 issue of Je Me Souviens went to press, the Board of Directors sent the following 
announcement to our members via our email notice system. If you do not use a computer or do 
not have an email address, we want you to know about our reopening schedule. 
 
 

AFGS LIBRARY WILL BE REOPENING FOR RESEARCHERS 
ON TUESDAYS, BEGINNING JULY 6, 2021 

 
The AFGS Board of Directors is pleased to announce that our research library will reopen on the 
dates listed below. It has been a long sixteen months and we are happy to welcome our members 
back to our library to conduct their research. 
 
Please note that members and visitors who are fully vaccinated will not need to wear a mask. In 
order to provide a safe environment for all our members and visitors, we respectfully ask that 
those who are NOT fully vaccinated wear a mask that covers the nose and mouth while in the 
library.* 
 
July 6, 2021: 
Beginning July 6, we will be open only on Tuesdays from 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Our lunch room 
will be available to anyone who may want to bring their supper. 
 
August 7, 2021: 
Beginning August 7, we will add our Saturday hours (10:00 am to 4:00 pm). 
 
September 13, 2021: 
Beginning September 13, we will add our Monday hours (11:00 am to 4:00 pm). 
 
*If you see someone masked after the CDC/RI-DPH removed masking requirements for fully-
vaccinated people, please remember: 

 People may have cancer or other health issues 
 People may have autoimmune diseases 
 People may have unvaccinated children at home 
 People may have high-risk loved ones they are protecting 
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