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We apologize for sending this 2021-Q3 issue of Je Me Souviens to you 
so embarrassingly late. I’m sure you will agree, this has not been an 
ordinary year for any of us. Although the production of this issue was 
delayed, we hope you will enjoy reading it and think that it was worth 
the wait!  
 
 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF INTERESTING ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE 
 
An overview of the activities that have been going on in our building is in our President’s Message 
from Normand Deragon. Our librarian, Janice Burkhart has included information on publishing 
your research as a way of preservation. She also provides a list of the many cookbooks on our 
library shelves. Sindi Terrien has presented a puzzle regarding “Fille du Roi” Catherine Pillard 
and is asking you to follow the clues and “then decide.” Is she of European descent or is she of 
Amerindian ancestry?  
 

Peter Gagné reveals what killed the “Filles du Roi” in a time when “life was hard and death was 
easy.” You will discover “a few ways to decode or deduce the reason why your ancestor died, 
which may possibly give you some added insight into how she lived.” 
 

You will learn about a major research tool now available in our Members Only Online Library 
– a searchable index of 33,160 pages of French-Canadian marriages indexed by the groom’s 
surname covering 1760 to 1935. This database contains over one million marriages including the 
following information: 
 Groom’s name 

 and parents’ names, 
 Bride’s name 

 and parents’ names, 
 Place and date of 

marriage.  

Until now, this secondary source collection has only been available in person at our library in 
Woonsocket, RI. Now you can access these records virtually! We are thankful for our many 
volunteers who provided countless hours of work transcribing, proofing and editing over 33 
thousand pages and our Web Administrator, Francis Fortin who wrote the program for this 
collection. We are excited to provide this new resource which we hope you can use to break down 
your research brick walls and trace your ancestors back to the 18th century. 
 

You will find an article with census researching tips by Dennis M. Boudreau that was submitted 
for publication before his untimely passing. His expert knowledge lives on in our pages. Dick 
Eastman has allowed us to publish his article on Carignan Soldiers (Soldat Carignan) in French 
Canada. Perhaps you have discovered one of these soldiers among your ancestors?  Meet our new 
staff artist, Roland Ricard. Check our table of contents and you will find many more interesting 
articles included about our French-Canadian ancestors. 
 
 

 
LOG INTO THE MEMBERS ONLY ONLINE LIBRARY TO DOWNLOAD 

YOUR COMPLETE ISSUE OF JE ME SOUVIENS. 
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Fall has arrived. I hope you enjoy these 
wonderful days with friends and family as we 
were not able to do last fall. 
 

It is with sadness that I report the passing of life 
member and past AFGS president Dennis 

Boudreau. Dennis lost his battle with pancreatic cancer. He was an expert researcher, particularly 
in Acadian genealogy. Many a researcher climbed over brick walls thanks to Dennis’s vast 
knowledge and ability to pinpoint lost ancestors for our members. He will be sorely missed. Rest 
in Peace Dennis! 
 

As usual, we’ve been busy doing work around the building. There is always a bit of tender loving 
care that is needed on our nearly 100-year-old building. Although I must say that the bulk of the 
major work is behind us. We still must paint the exterior window trim around the upper floor 
and the former bell tower on the façade of the structure. 
 

We are gathering estimates for the repair and painting of a portion of the interior wall at the rear 
of the former church sanctuary, which is now our auditorium. A portion of the ceiling planking 
must also be painted. All of this was thanks to a leaky roof, which was repaired earlier this year. 
We also will explore grant opportunities to replace several weather damaged wooden windows 
on the upper floor. 
 

The society has received a few sizeable book and research donations recently.  Some of the 
material will be placed on our shelves, but many will be added to our Excess Books for Sale 
listing.  Keep your eyes peeled for a new list to be posted in our Members Only Online Library 
website soon. 
 

Speaking of our Members Only Online Library, we’ve added more research resources to the 
website.  The latest addition is the index to the 30-volume Laforest books (Our French-Canadian 
Ancestors). These books are printed in English. 
 

I want to extend my appreciation to those who returned the Member Volunteer Opportunities 
survey.  We received a respectable response across a wide variety of skills.  We expect to be 
adding new members to our growing list of volunteer staff.  Many new volunteers are from 
outside the Woonsocket area but are willing to volunteer their time remotely to help the society 
grow and provide services to our national and international membership.  
 

Be safe and enjoy the rest of the summer. 

  
Normand Deragon, President  

 

 
FROM THE 

PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Normand Deragon 
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